
 

 

MINUTES 
Community Education Council 30 

Calendar Meeting 
December 11, 2023 

 
The December Calendar Meeting of Community Education Council 30 was held in person in the fifth-floor 
conference room at 28-11 Queens Plaza North, LIC, and via Zoom on Monday, December 11, 2023. 
 
 
Ms. Toussaint, President, called the Calendar Meeting to order at 6:46 PM.  
 
Roll Call 
Victoria Medelius, Secretary, conducted a roll call for the Calendar Meeting. 
 
Present: 
 Deborah Alexander   
 Linda Chung-Leung 
 Kelly Craig  
 Todd Hunter Dare  
 Jonathan Greenberg 
 Nick Masson 
 Victoria Medelius   
 Danny Rojas 
 Marlene Rossi 
 Marisela Santos 
 Whitney Toussaint 
  
Whitney Toussaint explained the format of the meeting. 
 
District 30 Respect For All Contest Winners  
IA Superintendent Hidalgo introduced the winners.       

Poster Winners: 30Q092  Eduardo Jaramillo & 30Q227 Minahil Chaudhry  
Essay Winners:  30Q111 Amiyah Hollington & 30Q227 Sarah Lahfid  

 
First Public Comment and Speaking Time 
Emily Affrey, parent PS 78, and Morgan William, parent 972, spoke in support of Whitney Toussaint’s 
leadership. 
 
Presentation – Newcomers High School 
Principal Elizabeth Messmann and three students shared information about possible rebranding, allowing 
all students to attend, and offering a dual language program and career choice opportunities. 
Hunter Dare suggested reconsidering the name. 
Deborah Alexander asked if it would be an expansion to the school. When Gotham Tech moves out, it 
will be an expansion of approximately 100 students. 
 
Presentation - School Construction Authority Amendment to the 5-year Capital Plan 
Ben Goodman and Yvette Knight for the SCA spoke about the Capital Plan amendments. The current 
Capital Plan total is 19.4 billion dollars: 8 billion for capacity projects, 8 billion for capital projects, and 3.4 
for mandated projects. The new 2025-2029 Capital Plan total is 17 billion dollars: 4.98 billion for capacity, 
2.25 billion for health schools, 6.37 billion for capital improvement, and 3.4 billion for mandated projects.  
The PowerPoint presentations are available on the CEC30 website: https://cec30.org/meetingdocs.html. 
Nick Masson spoke about the need for air conditioning in common areas and repairing non-working air 
conditioners. School Facilities is responsible for non-working air conditioners. 
Danny Rojas asked about less money for capacity projects and capital improvements. The drop in 
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enrollment was considered when funds were allocated for capacity, and the city budget crisis is reflected 
in the capital projects funding. 
Mr. Dare asked about leased space. The SCA will look for a new location if the landlord does not offer 
reasonable terms. 
Jonathan Greenberg stated that the city lacks enough funding to meet the lower-class size mandate. 
 
Vaughan Turner, parent IS 227, asked about a solar project scheduled to begin this past summer. There 
can be solar panels and a greenhouse if there is enough roof space and the building is structurally 
strong. This can be funded through Reso-A funds. 
 
Ms. Toussaint recognized that NYS Senator Gonzales was in attendance. She has been talking to the 
UFT to ensure schools have a plan for lower class sizes. Budget cuts are a significant concern.  
 
 
Lisa Hidalgo, District 30 Superintendent, IA Report 
The Superintendent’s report follows the minutes. 
The video of the Superintendent’s report can be viewed on the CEC website at 
https://cec30.org/recordings.html. 
 
Public Agenda and Speaking Time 
Vaughan Turner, parent IS 227, asked about devices provided by schools. His son received a device that 
does not work and is still waiting for a new device. 
Jonathan Greenberg requested that schools be reminded about the 1% Title 1 funds for parent engagement. 
Nick Masson stated that younger students also need something similar to Teen Space. 
Marlene Russo spoke about students being unable to connect to Wi-Fi in libraries, but DOE devices are 
blocked, so students cannot do homework. 
 
 
Resolution 176 Calling on NYCPS to Prioritize Low-Income Families for Summer Rising Seats 

Deborah Alexander read the resolution, and member discussion followed. Ms. Alexander motioned to 
approve the resolution. Jonathan Greenberg seconded. 
Roll call vote. 
 Deborah Alexander   In favor 
 Linda Chung-Leung In favor 
 Todd Hunter Dare  In favor 
 Jonathan Greenberg In favor 
 Nick Masson In favor 
 Victoria Medelius   In favor 
 Danny Rojas In favor 
 Marlene Rossi In favor 
 Marisela Santos                     In favor 
                 Whitney Toussaint                  In favor 
Motion passed. 
 
 
Resolution 177 Opposing 60-Day Limitation on Shelter Stays for Families of New York City Public 
School Students. 
Jonathan Greenberg read the resolution, and member discussion followed. Hunter Dare motioned to amend 
the resolution to include “Be it resolved that we waive implementation of the 60-day rule in respect of 
families with children enrolled in NYC public schools at least 15 days beyond the end of the current school 
year”. Nick seconded the amendment.  
Roll call vote on the amendment. 
 Deborah Alexander   Opposed 
 Linda Chung-Leung Opposed 
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 Todd Hunter Dare  In favor 
 Jonathan Greenberg Opposed 
 Nick Masson In favor 
 Victoria Medelius   Opposed 
 Danny Rojas Opposed 
 Marlene Rossi Opposed 
 Marisela Santos                    Opposed 
                 Whitney Toussaint                 Opposed 
The motion did not pass. 
 
Deborah Alexander made a motion to accept the original resolution. Danny Rojas seconded. 
Roll call vote. 
 Deborah Alexander   In favor 
 Linda Chung-Leung In favor 
 Todd Hunter Dare  Abstain 
 Jonathan Greenberg In favor 
 Nick Masson In favor 
 Victoria Medelius   In favor 
 Danny Rojas In favor 
 Marlene Rossi In favor 
 Marisela Santos                     In favor 
                 Whitney Toussaint                  In favor 
Motion passed. 
 
Announcements 
The following Calendar Meeting is January 8, 2024 
The Mayoral Control Hearing is December 18, 2023 
 
 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, Whitney Toussaint motioned to adjourn the meeting. Nick Masson 
seconded the motion. All in favor. The motion was passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 
9:42 PM. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Victoria Medelius 
Secretary 
 
 
The recording and closed caption transcript of this meeting will be available at cec30.org. 
 
Business Meeting 
Because the Calendar Meeting ran long, the members voted to have the Business Meeting on Monday, 
December 18, 2023, at 6:30 PM. 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


